Rescued Horses Provided Sanctuary, Given New Lease on Life

By Lillian Browne

KORETRIGHT AN equing
reRCue AAanciuary in south Kor-
tright is siriving to riise @wane-
s aboul the horse slanghter
industry and facilitate perma-
nenl homsis for abandoned hors-
&5 “We are trving 1o night the
lurper wrongs of ihe mdosiry
wnd restore dignaly o & orea-
ture’s hife,” sand Dawn Petrluk,
operator of Rosemary Farm
Sanctuary Inc

Riseemary Farm, Petrluk ssid,
evobed as & horse sanciuary
wien she and her husband Rob-
erl purchased the 1 14-acre prop
criy  approxmaiely  five  years
ngo. The conple, arlists by pro-
fession, bought the farm with
the wimon of an artist retrest
lhe horses staried showing up
shorily itherealier

Eosemary Farm 8 an incos
poriated non-profit, whose goal
Peurluk sand. i1 to save horses
from the pam associzied with
iraditional slaughtering meth-
o, “Every living being has val-
ue, she saud

ahe aocepis death as puirl ol
the hife cwcle, she smd. However,
she zaml, the horses which are
being shipped through auction
houscs, where she rescues a ma-
poeriy ol the horses, are ofien
suffering from il health, neglect
or disease. These horses, Petrluk
said, are beng purchased for
meal, put to death inhumsnels
and then sold for himan con-
sumplion outside of the United
Slnles “Hossi has jud hanned
the import of horse meat from
the LLS.,” Petrluk sand

The process imvobved, she said,
13 nod hike that of the beel, pork
and other wadely consumed ‘in-
dustry meats, which are highily
regulstod. Horses that are suller

g T meiarsboameal o8 i

who have medications m their
syslems Or hiove besm irealed
wilh olher subsiances commaon
i the home industry, are being
caten by un@eare consumen
she said. “If someone wanted to
ritse & horse for consumption,
that would be diiferent. | don'
hive a problem with that,” she
siibcd, That practsce is nol custom
ary in this couniry, which values
i hore as a commodity, Peirluk
sind. She sawd horses in the 11§
are typecally viewed us having o
jah lo do. When the horse can no
longer perform, or the owner's

crcumatances change, a horse 18
ofien senl (o auction, where they
can be bought cheaply and re-
soldd [or meeat

There are currently 43 horsex
of all breeds and ages living on
the farm. Many are available for
adoption, others are not. Petr-
luk sad & priornty for her 18 for
it horse to have a quality hfe. If,
she said, a horse adopied from
Rosemary Farm is “just not hap-
Py with a foster or permanent
home, it hus an open Ataton
o come back. Adopbon fees
range frome 5200 for & compdin-
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Ilawn Petrluk, operator of Rosemary Farm in Sonth Kortright, rehabilitales borses (o provide them
with a guality of e and s home,

win horse 1o 5650 for & riding
hinrse

Rosemary Farm is hosting two
Tundraisers 1o assist with the dai-
Iy operation, velerinary, dental
and farrier expenses for the sanc-

tuary. There will be & iack sale,
rain of shine on Saturday, April
M0, from 9 .m0 4 pm. al the
{urm

A stcond fundroeser, § Ssn-
tioned Amencan Competitive
Trmil Horse Assocuation AC-
THA) trail nde. will be held on
Saturday, Muy 4 on the Catskill
Fall Trail, beginnmg ai The
Plum Tree catenng hall in South
Eortnght ai 10 a.m. Petrluk said
there are six approved obstucles
for a rider to negothiate with his
oF her horse. Petrluk sayvs she hes
been prepanng & band of e
rescued horses [or the trail nde
Ihose horses wall be weanng
“rescoc horse” saddle pads and
nre svailable for adopbon. In ad-
dition (o the standard obstaches,
there will be contests for best
dresscd, oldest horse and nder,
sl grodanmed, youngest horse
amd rider and best score, The locs
to participiaie i the ACTHA
nde vary from 525 apward. Par
L £ |1'|il|'||'\ LSt rl.'?.:l"'!.[rl I.'Il:l!‘lnlf' Ak
www actha, uvg The dendline for
registration 1= May 2,

Rosemury Farm is  located
al 1646 Roswes Brook Road in
South Kortnght and 1s open for
tours on haturdays from 10 a.m
o 2 pm. Appointmenis are noi
necessary.  Petrluk sasd  keep-
ing horses out of the staughter
pipeting s whal mobivales ber,
She said, “Searching for forever
homes and allowing these ani-
mals (o bive wnd die with dignity
i what keeps me poing.”™



